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T HESE words ■ are being 
written In a tiny German 


guest-house which gazes 
with respectful upturned : eyes 
at Ludwig’s castle of Hohen- 
schapgau.. It was there that 
King Ludwig in his Wagnerian 


PEOPLE and THINGS: Br ATTICUS 


beloved composer per¬ 
formed until the royal brain 
gave way. He is a figure of 


on to the open road in Just waited to be broken by‘-the 
under , an hour. ■■ opening notes of'the Melster- 

' infatuation had the operas of K Cologne has hed a new birth, singer Overture. But where 
his beloved comDoser ner- but the ot »ce.-graclous city on; was the conductor, arid for 
the Rhine has lost its'former that matter where was 1 the 
dignity. Everywhere slick office orchestra? The construction 

pnntrnvp«vh„Hhte™„nhr^ buildings proclaim the archl- of the orchestra pit allows the 1 
controversy, but this much can tecture 0l the glant S0ap . b03r> slngers t0 see th e conductor 

be agreed—never did a king go w ith endless windows cut to but to us he is completely 
mad to such glorious music. one utility pattern. We had hidden. As for the. orchestra.' 

Perhaps" I should explain seen this In Brussels, too. The we know of their existence only 
that three of us had decided to “Station of Europe is in full by the sounds that emerge 

go to Bayreuth by car and see Frankfurt™" “ from thelr hldl ?^P lace - ‘ -■ 

the productions of “Die Meister- * anKI This however was no-mere 

j Ti There the mayor hospitably caprlce Richard Wagner, who 

? frt » Trlstatl and sent his deputy to show us tb-j “ a s ndt one to courtcompetl- 

Is °} d ,e- With our car we were rebuilding of the city after its tlon always con tended that the 
whisked across the Channel, virtual destruction. Wisely the orchestra should be invisible, 
from Lydd to Le Touquet in city fathers decided that it was 
slightly less time than it would not enough merely to build 
take for a London omnibus to houses and flats, desperately 
crawl its way at a busy hour needed as they were. The 
from Oxford Circus to. Marble necessities of the moment, they 
Arch. Our target for the night held, should not deny the 
was Brussels. ' claims of the future. Thus, for 

It was strange to see the example, when blocks of flats 
beaches of Dunkirk crowded J ,ere . Planned in the neigh- 
wlth bathers as if there had bourhood of the almost-un- 
never been the miracle of the harmed cathedral nothing was 
little boats. For those who allowed to block the view of the 
■ remembered the first world cathedral spires. Wherever it 
war there , were even more ^s possible to give horizon to 
poignant . associations as. the J-he °P e j 1 spaces it was done, 
names of. the battles, now J h f. re 18 n0 nmnotony nor 
reduced to mere signposts, feeling of repetition, 
guided us on our way. Wagnerian Shrine 

Brussels Sprouting B U £ B f uss ? ls ' Cologne and 

u Frankfurt were mere in- 
gRUSSELS is undergoing a cIdents ln our purpose . Bay- 
face-llftlng process In pre- reut h! The very name suggests 
paration for the great exnlDi- yoiuptuous hills and sensuous 
tlon next year, and there are so va u eySi Therefore it was a 
surprise to arrive at a. very 
sensible provincial town of no 
great consequence to Germany 
or the world except as Wagner’s 
home. 

“ Die Melstersinger ” was due 
to begin at 4 p.m. with a tea 
Interval of three-quarters of an 
hour and a dinner interval of 
an hour or more. We were 
advised to be prompt and, on 
arrival at the theatre, we saw 
the reason. It is a broad 
sweeping auditorium with no 
centre 'aisle. To my counting 
there were fifty-live seats ln 
each of the slightly curving 
rows. Thus if anyone with a 
seat near the centre came ln 
late he would have to crawl 
over about twenty-five people. 

But such is the Teutonic disci¬ 
pline of the whole affair that 
no one is late. 


‘‘I do;nbt>wahttthe eye, to ,^e 'modernistic 'staging at Bay- large audience)of , beautifully 
distr&cted!by: a'movlijgiPhalknx: reutnr-especialiy‘ effective in adorned maidens;. .Here-ifldeed 
of bbwsi^»ufang;^-th^^#rMifibn the second night— ^s;:s^ury^tane >atiTts^bert. 
and^;^n^c^^fi9^ :butahere:was that^eSflS^t tScdnScir. 
‘able ;,gjmmasties;:.^Ile^WAn^^able -scene in- , pie Melster^^^jm^^imobdbly sent'home in 
to expose to the,naked eye o$y- singer when ,Hans Bachs and a van. 

^c«^W,hlsp^i^^>^alter 

P ; logued befora what ’ -tP. ;was dlmmed^to complete dark- 

Forgimng, anq. be' a : f uturlst' Jtih-;garag[e./ -i Ifj. n es s WforvVttie T6nely /.'opening 


only, we^xould^haye 


-ofthe - Tristan - prelude. 


e ; v yaciium/vconductor. and'.the ;druAs andl The;genlus of Wagner was in- 
Opera-sihgers;;, are'‘ :n6t’';'teKthe; Strl5gs; td keep;:our"eyesv ( i ee d' at^fuU' tlde- when - he 
nowned’ !■ forl^hetr!;^ actingi. interested;;-therfrMjagei; might: bbrnbosetf'thi^miisterpiece-ibut 
whereas the, eye % isalwayshave ibeenfforgotten.::- H^Hfig f'ltVas’^wfedldillh^dtter 

entertained £and,vejtcUen^--tht;>:vBdjf. a u;^vras! forgiven-when, vdarknes 
ballet ^movements' ofvthe cop^'Mn it.Kp fltiii.i scene,-the young - andvthe' wirids hnd the 'lod?^ 
ductor. Melstersinger won~the laurels "coast oh Cornwall were all 

; There^is- some .brlUJant with:. hls^prlze- song ibefore' a about us. I shall always re- 



FRIEDELINDE WAGNER 
She came to do anti-Hiller propa¬ 
ganda.—See “ Ill-Rewarded.” 

many temporary detours that 
we felt . it a considerable 
achievement next morning to 
have sot out of the caDltal and dimmed and a breathless silence 


Invisible Orchestra 
THERE was certainly a sense 
- 1 - of occasion as the lights 


the casino; properly arrayed 
for the occasion, only to find 
that Instead of white tie or 
black tie It was often a case of 
,. no tie at all. It seems a long 
prelude as the supreme musical' timesince.weieft^ndonbut 
experience of my life.-And cer- that 18 Bart of the value of a 
talnly Wagner had won hls holiday, 
point, ' even - though .'' the it may seem out of place ln 
management allowed the con- this diary to Introduce a note 

■SSR ol high politics, but it is- im- 

depths at the end of the opera . " ■ _ 

and take a bow. possible to Journey across 

Western Europe without feeling 
Ill-Rewarded. - some understanding of the tra- 

TI7HILE in'Bayreuth I spoke on ditibnal German , feeling of 
, Vthe telephone with Frlede- claustrophobia. We, as an. 
llnde Wagner, granddaughter Island people, are children of 
of Richard and. daughter of, the the sea. Always we have had 
amlabie Siegfried. Hitler was open to us the ocean paths to 

a friend of the family and used .f._. . _ . 

• to visit them at Bayreuth when 

h^' coiild snare a few hours Black Forest or the manu- 
from his ^ machinations with a°^eline o?Teine 

destiny. It seems at least ^ asa P® in | 

““ K'STiSS 

. ' . - stand sentry upon those who 

. During -the “phoney war" travel the roads. 

Frledellnde got in touch with 

some .of us in England and People and Words ' 
offered to come to London and ■ 
do antl-Hltler propaganda.-We 

nufc the rase tn thp V'nri*\sm ^ av y moment looks more 

Marilyn Monroe than a proper 
Office but they were adamant, career pyramid 
The French were against let- -admxrai, Sm Charles L/imbe. 
ting her .through and there 

were Other, reasons that made - If our scientists found a cure 
it imnnwlhlp a mppir latpr for baldness tomorrow I would not 
VnJZ^L hi do anything about lt-I'm far too 
■ towards midnight, I found her bappy being bald! 
waiting for me at my housel - -Mh. Rosextsok Hare. 

attacking Hitler but, whence h ^ D l.^ b p ^ e ^tian" 
blitzkrieg came, the authorities homes ln which people go to 
In London placed her under church ln a perambulator to be 
arrest and held her ln confine- baptised. In a taxi' to be married, 
ment until Toscanini in New and In a hearse to be buried. 
York offered to take her out of —prebendary H. L. Franklin. 
our hands. I-doubt if Frfiuleln xhe “snob value" of a classical 
Wagner has ever forgiven us. education is so robbing the countrj 
■ of engineers who can apply science 
German Claustrophobia to machinery that in Britain w< 

_„ , produce only forty-five engineers 

N°Wwearaat Baden Baden per milllon of the p0 p U i a ti 0 n while 
with the Black Forest be- America beats us with 137 and 
hind us and home and beauty Russia with 275. 
ahead. Last night we vjent to . —Sm F 


